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graetz so quickly and that Prussia did not take greater ad-
vantage of her victory. Bismarck replied that the speedy con-
clusion of peace had been a great surprise to many people, but
that he thought it was the best thing he had ever done, and
that he had accomplished it against the desire of the King and
of the military party who were greatly elated by that splendid
triumph of the Prussian arms and thought that so great and
so successful an effort should have a greater reward. Sound
statesmanship required that the Austrian Empire, the exist-
ence of which was necessary for Europe, should not be re-
duced to a mere wreck; that it should be made a friend, and,
as a friend, not too powerless; that what Prussia had gone to
war for, was the leadership in Germany, and that this leader-
ship in Germany would not have been fortified, but rather
weakened, by the acquisition from Austria of populations
which would not have fitted into the Prussian scheme. Besides,
the Chancellor thought that, the success of the Prussians hav-
ing been so decisive, it was wise to avoid further sacrifices and
risks. The cholera had made its appearance among the troops,
and, that so long as the war lasted, there would have been
danger of French intervention. He had successfully fought
off that French intervention, he said, by all sorts of diplo-
matic maneuvers, some of which he narrated to me in detail.
But Louis Napoleon had become very restless at the growth
of Prussian power and prestige, and he would, probably, not
have hesitated so much to put in his hand, had not the French
army been weakened so much by his foolish Mexican adven-
ture. But now when the main Prussian army was marching
farther and farther away from the Rhine, and had suffered
serious losses, and was threatened by malignant disease, he
might have felt encouraged by these circumstances to do what
he would have liked to do all the time.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